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Preface to the Fourth Edition

When I wrote the preface to the 3rd edition of this book, I 
remarked how honored and unexpectedly surprised I was to 
be the Editor of this great series. This time ‘round, I’m equally 
grateful to carry this series forward. When Elsevier called me 
and suggested it was time to prepare the 4th edition, my 
initial reaction was that this was way too soon. What could 
possibly have changed in Plastic Surgery since the 3rd edition 
was launched in 2012? As it transpires, there have been many 
developments and I hope we have captured them in this 
edition.

We have an extraordinary specialty. A recent article by 
Chadra, Agarwal and Agarwal entitled “Redefining Plastic 
Surgery” appeared in Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery—Global 
Open. In it they gave the following definition: “Plastic surgery 
is a specialized branch of surgery, which deals with deformi-
ties, defects and abnormalities of the organs of perception, 
organs of action and the organs guarding the external pas-
sages, besides innovation, implantation, replantation and 
transplantation of tissues, and aims at restoring and improv-
ing their form, function and the esthetic appearances.” This is 
an all-encompassing but very apt definition and captures the 
enormous scope of the specialty.1

In the 3rd edition, I introduced volume editors for each of 
the areas of the specialty because the truth is that one person 
can no longer be an expert in all areas of this diverse specialty, 
and I’m certainly not. I think this worked well because the 
volume editors not only had the expertise to present their area 
of subspecialty in the best light, but they were tuned in to 
what was new and who was doing it. We have continued this 
model in this new edition. Four of the seven volume editors 
from the previous edition have again helped to bring the latest 
and the best to this edition: Drs Gurtner, Song, Rodriguez, 
Losee, and Chang have revised and updated their respective 
volumes with some chapters remaining, some extensively 
revised, some added, and some deleted. Dr. Peter Rubin has 
replaced Dr. Rick Warren to compile the Aesthetic volume 
(Vol. 2). Dr. Warren did a wonderful job in corralling this 
somewhat disparate, yet vitally important, part of our spe-
cialty into the Aesthetic volume in the 3rd edition but felt that 
the task of doing it again, though a labor of love, was more 
than he wanted to take on. Similarly, Dr. Jim Grotting who did 
a masterful job in the last edition on the Breast volume, 
decided that doing a major revision should be undertaken by 
someone with a fresh perspective and Dr. Maurice Nahabe-
dian stepped into that breach. I hope you will like the changes 
you see in both of these volumes.

Dr. Allen Van Beek was the video editor for the last edition 
and he compiled an impressive array of movies to comple-
ment the text. This time around, we wanted to go a step 
further and though we’ve considerably expanded the list of 

videos accompanying the text (there are over 170), we also 
added the idea of lectures accompanying selected chapters. 
What we’ve done here is to take selected key chapters and 
include the images from that chapter, photos and artwork, 
and create a narrated presentation that is available online; 
there are annotations in the text to alert the reader that this is 
available. Dr. Daniel Liu, who has taken over from Dr. Van 
Beek as multimedia editor (rather than video editor) has done 
an amazing job in making all of this happen. There are over 
70 presentations of various key chapters online, making it as 
easy as possible for you, the reader, to get as much knowledge 
as you can, in the easiest way possible from this edition. Many 
of these presentations have been done by the authors of the 
chapters; the rest have been compiled by Dr. Liu and myself 
from the content of the individual chapters. I hope you find 
them useful.

The reader may wonder how this all works. To plan this 
edition, the Elsevier team, headed by Belinda Kuhn, and I, 
convened a face-to-face meeting in San Francisco. The volume 
editors, as well as the London based editorial team, were 
present. We went through the 3rd edition, volume by volume, 
chapter by chapter, over an entire weekend. We decided what 
needed to stay, what needed to be added, what needed to be 
revised, and what needed to be changed. We also decided 
who should write the various chapters, keeping many exist-
ing authors, replacing others, and adding some new ones; we 
did this so as to really reflect the changes occurring within the 
specialty. We also decided on practical changes that needed to 
be made. As an example, you will notice that we have omitted 
the complete index for the 6 Volume set from Volumes 2-6 
and highlighted only the table of contents for that particular 
volume. The complete index is of course available in Volume 
1 and fully searchable online. This allowed us to save several 
hundred pages per volume, reducing production costs and 
diverting those dollars to the production of the enhanced online  
content.

In my travels around the world since the 3rd edition was 
published, I’ve been struck by what an impact this publication 
has had on the specialty and, more particularly, on training. 
Everywhere I go, I’m told how the text is an important part 
of didactic teaching and a font of knowledge. It is gratifying 
to see that the 3rd edition has been translated into Portuguese, 
Spanish, and Chinese. This is enormously encouraging. I  
hope this 4th edition continues to contribute to the specialty, 
remains a resource for practicing surgeons, and continues to 
prepare our trainees for their future careers in Plastic Surgery.

Peter C. Neligan
Seattle, WA

September, 2017

1 Chandra R, Agarwal R, Agarwal D. Redefining Plastic Surgery. Plast 
Reconstr Surg Glob Open. 2016;4(5):e706.
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