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Preface

With the rapid expansion of surgical knowledge, it has never been more chal-
lenging to organize and articulate a simple and safe surgical plan. Traditional
textbooks, in an attempt to keep pace with the growth of surgical science,
have become encyclopedic reference books. Young surgeons, with a finite
amount of time to pore over such tomes and an increasing load of clinical
responsibilities, often search for educational materials that offer basic, safe
principles of general surgery. For the more seasoned surgeon, a brief review
of vital surgical topics does not require the comprehensive perspective offered
by traditional surgical textbooks.

We created this book of surgical algorithms in order to meet the needs of
both of these groups of surgeons. The goal of an algorithm is to create a set of
rules, permit data processing, and establish a solution in the most efficient
manner. An algorithmic approach to surgical scenarios allows for concise
organization of clinical information, application of basic and safe principles,
and, finally, formation of an unambiguous surgical solution. The algorithms
are also accompanied with a synopsis to provide a more comprehensive
review, if desired.

Students, residents, and surgeons will find the algorithms concise enough
to read to completion in moments of spare time. For the surgical trainee, they
should provide a foundation upon which future learning can be built. For the
more senior surgeon, they will provide an up-to-date overview of commonly
encountered topics from the “20,000 foot view.” For chief residents and
recent graduates, we hope this book enables crystallization of their knowl-
edge base as they prepare for the American Board of Surgery certifying
examination.

Stony Brook, NY, USA Salvatore Docimo Jr.
Hershey, PA, USA Eric M. Pauli
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