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When Denis Diderot started the first encyclopedia in the eighteenth century, it
was a groundbreaking and timely event. It was the time of the Enlightenment,
and knowledge was seen as something which was to be spread to many and to
build upon by creating new knowledge. His ambition was to bring all available
knowledge together in one series of books so that every person who could read
has access to all there is to know. Nowadays, in a time of easily accessible
knowledge, the question is whether there is still need of an encyclopedia. It is
obvious that the amount of knowledge is such that it is not possible to bring it
all together in one encyclopedia. One may argue that the Internet is the
encyclopedia of today, but that misses an important point of Diderot, a point
that is probably even more valid today. He created a team that valued infor-
mation and selected what was worth to be presented in the encyclopedia. He
recognized that science is not a democratic process where the majority decides
what is true and valuable, but rather a growing body of knowledge in which
radical ideas from individuals may bring about huge changes, even though
most would reject these new ideas in the beginning. Indeed, the Internet lacks
such authority and it is not easy to select valuable information from nonsense,
especially when one is not an expert in a certain field.

It is therefore that an encyclopedia is only as good as the team that creates
it. It goes without saying the team that is responsible for the Encyclopedia of
Pathology consists of recognized experts in the field. Pathology is a growing
medical discipline in which the amount of information is probably already
more than that the whole encyclopedia of Diderot contained. For experts in
subspecialties within pathology, it is already almost impossible to keep an
overview on new developments and to select relevant from less relevant new
information. There are plenty of textbooks for every disease group, and
scientific literature is available for most pathologists through PubMed or
GoogleScholar. What is lacking is a systematic overview of what we know
in an alphabetical order, easily accessible to all. The encyclopedia of pathology
fills that gap. It is written by experts with the general pathologist in mind and
also specialist from other disciplines. It will consist of a series of volumes on
subspecialties, and when it is completed there will be an online version
combining these. Yearly updates from the online version is foreseen and
readers are welcome to provide suggestions for improvement. These will be
judged by the editorial team in order to keep the encyclopedia authoritative yet
using the expertise of many.
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Finally, it is my hope that the encyclopedia will grow into a reliable body of
knowledge in pathology, enabling communication through a common lan-
guage, and that it will grow and adapt to new developments.

Nijmegen, the Netherlands J. H. J. M. van Krieken



Pleural and mediastinal diseases may at first blush appear to be an odd pairing
for a book; however, in fact they work quite well together. Both are in intimate
association with the lung, and with lung disease, make up what is traditionally
termed “pulmonary pathology.” Yet as the generally more-common lung
diseases often take center stage in the study of pulmonary pathology, education
of the generally less-common pleural and mediastinal diseases may get less
than full attention. This book’s entries are intended to provide complete
attention to these two areas of pulmonary pathology. The editors wish to
gratefully acknowledge our esteemed predecessors and colleagues whose
expertise in pleural disease and mediastinal disease has contributed much to
these entries.

Jackson, USA Timothy Craig Allen, M.D., J.D.
Milwaukee, USA Saul Suster, M.D.
15 April 2018
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